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PREFACE 


TO HS 


READER: 


in Favour of his Faithful People is ons 
of their greateſt Comforts upon Earth ; 
which ſupports then. under all the Bur- 
thens, and in all the DifficvIties of 


their preſent ſtation : So that it may be- 
called the Staff of the Chriſtian Pilgrim. 


which he always keeps in his Hand, in 
order to his more upright and more 
comfortable Walking. 

And it is an Act of worderſnl Com- 
paſſion and Condeſcention in the All-Go- 
verning God, that he hath ſo fully and 
affectionatel/ aſſured us of this impor- 
tant Truth. Acquainting us, That 


2 chem. his Eyes run to 2nd ſro 


16. 9, throughout the whole Earth, 
A 2 co 


HE Aſurance of God's ſpecial 
Providence continually engaged 
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The Preface! 


to ſhew himſelf Strong in the behalf 
of them whoſe heart is upright to. 
wards Him. And that all his An- 
gels are Miniſtring Spirits, (a) ſent 
forth to Miniſter for them that ſhall 
be Heirs of Salvation. 

Tea doth not our Bleſſed Saviour at- 
ſure us, That the little Sparrow, (c 
tho" not worth above halt a Farthing, 
5 an Object of Providence! And that 
God feeds the Lions (c) and the Ra- 
vens, (d) Creatures of no great ujt, 
when tbey in their way Cry unto Him! 
And will not our Heavenly Father (. 
much more regard the Neceſſities of 
Men, made ajter his own Image, (/ 
and the Prayers of Chriſtians aun 
in the Name of his Dear Son? ( 
Since he has told us, that their very 
Hairs are all nurftbered. () 

But if aftcr allthis, any one finds his 
Truſt i God beginning to Waver in 
any preſſing Trial, and ready to Stag- 
ger by reaſon of Unbelief; we behold 


(a) Heb. 1. 14. (b) Luk. 12. 6. (c) Pſal. 
104.21. (d) Luk. 12. 24. (e) Matt. 6. 26. 
(f) Joh. 16, 23. (g) Col. 1, 13. (h) Mai 


10. 30. 
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The Preface. 


in the following Narrative, ſuch a Glo- . 


rious Train of ſurprizing Providences 
in the behalf of a Pious and Charitable 


Undertaking, as is enough to ſtrength- 


en 4 very weak Faith, and to enliven 
a Heart almoſt dead i» De pondency. 

But here we muſe take due Care that 
we do not avuje this glorious Diſplay 
of Divine Providence, by unwarrantas 
ble Applications of it: Where neither 
the Call of God is ſo manifeſt, nor the 
Matter /o important, nor the Qualifica= 
tions for the Undertaking ſo ſuitable, as 
in the Caſe hereafter related. 

The mighty Faith, conſt ant Zeal, un- 
wearied Diligence, entire ſelt-Renune 
ciation, enlarged Charity, and the deep 
Humility of the Reverend Doctor 
Franck, ſeem to be Endowments of an 
uncommon Size, and God has been pleas 


fed to employthem in uncommonEfforts. 


And at laſt the integrity of the Good 
Man's Heart, ſupported by an Invincible 
confidence inGod,hatb carricdhim throꝰ 
all the Difficulties of a vaſt Undertaking, 
and thro all the Hardſhips of unkind Cen- 
tures and Oppoſit ons {the uſual treatment 
of good Defizns) to the great Glory of a ſu- 


pecuntending Provigence, 
This 


The Preface. 


This ſerves to Teach us, that Humane 
Fore-ſight cannot apprehend the Height and 
Length zo which a good Work maybe advan- 
ced by a Bleſſing from Above : And it may 
be a ſeaſonable Encouragement to all t 
Honourable and Worthy Perſons among 
us, who have in ſinꝑleneſs of Heart engaged 
themſelves in any of thoſe Four Noble and 
Blefled Deſigns now, thro' the Goodneſs of 


God, happily advancing among us, Namely, . 


The Suppreſſion of Scandalous Impiety 
and Vice. 


The pious Inſtruction of Youth and 


ignorant Families, 

The Cultivation of Religion by pious 
Conference. 

And the Propagation of the Chriſt ian 
Faith among Infidels. 


To all which Excellent Undertakings it is 


exceedingly to be wiſht, that one more may 
be added; to wit, v. gorous Endeavours for 
Proteſtant Union. And Bleſſed be God, we 
have many Excellent Perſons among us, as 
fittocarry cn this Happy Work as they are 
eminent in «ll the Rt. Whoſe admirable 
Example is here humbly and earneſtly recom- 
mended to all that bear the Great and Vene. 


rable Name rf Chriſtian, in faithfulneſs + 


zo the Intereſts of our Common Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,by bis unworthy Servant 


Jan, 20. 
1706. 
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Joſiak Woodward. 
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The Recommendation of 


another Eminent Divine 
of the Church of Eu- 


gland. 


JI 7 OU have here a Faithful Account 1p 
in ſhort of many Paſſages of an If 

„ Extraordinary Providence, relating to 0 
| the ſtrange ſucceſs, which a worthy Per- ' 
7 ſor met with in his Undertaking to E- 1 
rect a conſiderable piece of Building for 194 
Charity-Uſes. The Deſigning, the Car- ! 
rying on, and the Finiſhing of this Work, 
were accompanied with ſo many favou- 
rable Circumſtances of a Divine Con- ll 
currence, that *tis hoped, the Reading þ 
of them may warm your Heart and 
firengthen your Faith in Go; which I 
am perſwaded it will do, if you ſeriouſly 
conſider theſe Guidances and Foot. Steps 
of an almoſt miraculous Providence, 
which are here truly and piouſly related; 
and what a freſh and ſpeaking Approba- 
tion from Heaven is here given to that 
moſs excellent Virtue of Charity to the 

Poor, 

This 
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e Recommendation, &c. 


This that yon have now before you, i. 
arawn ont from a larger Account which 
may be had from the ſame Bookſeller, 
Both the Original and this Abridg- 
ment are given us by ſuch Perſons as 
are of unqueſt ionable Seca and have 
diſtinguiſbed themſelves in the World by 
their Piety and good Learning. Some 
Perſons in eminent Stations amoneſt us, 
and who are remarkable for the Solidity 
of their Judgments, as well az for their 
Chriſtian Firtues, have already perus'd | 
the larger Account, and have expreſ- 
fed the great ſatisfattion they found, and 
their Approbation of it; and ſome tre 
Lovers and hearty Promoters of Chriſti- 
an Knowledge, have been aefirons that 
the Hiſtory of this Providential Work 
in the King of Pruſſia's Dominions, un- 
der the convenience of a {mall Tract, 
ſhould be communicated to many, to re- 
vide their Faith, and Afﬀfance in Goa, 
to excite them to give Him Praiſes for 
the ſignal manifeſtation of his eſpecial 
Providence in this Age of Infidelity ; 
and to animate them to all manner of Pi- 


ous and Charitable Noris. 
« THE 


FE 4 N L 


H E following Papers contain 
an Abſtract partly of a Nar- 


rative printed beyond Sea, partly of 


ſome Letters ſent to a Gentleman at 


London,concerning the extraordinary 
Motions among à great many c hildren 
in Sileſia. 'Trs very common, that 
as People call in queſtion the moſt 
evident Truth, if it doth not ſait their 
Humor, though it carry never ſo con- 
vincing an Air with it; ſo they give 


a moſt readyConſent to any thing pleaſ 


ing their Fancy, though there be but 
a (hadow of Truth attending it. So 
ancertain and fickle is the Fudgment 
of Men, whilſt it is bribed by Self- 
love, and deſtitute of an impartial 
Guide to ſway and ſupport it. 
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i v To the Reader. 


N 4 long Train of P roofs. and. Arguments, 
in order to fortifie the following Ac- 
| count againſt theRefl ectious that might 
| be caſt upon it by People that have uo 
Mind to believe it. I Know, it is 4 
| hard Tak, to convince a. Man againſt 
his Will; or to inform the Judgment. 
whilſt the Will raiſes nothing Cut 
Duſt, to darken it. In Spiritual Mat- 
ters it requires no leſs, than the infinite 
Power of God, For Ly this that falſe 
Liberty is captivated that hurrieth 
away the Soul into Evaſions, Shifts, 
Excuſes and Pretences, tending only 
to colour over the head|trong Unbelief 
of a diſtempered Soul, and, to ſhake 
off the grating Convittions of that 
OR D. whic his ſharper than a two- 
edzed Sword, 

Truly it ſeems, we have great Rea- 
ſou to mind and to try the Signs of 
theſe times, and not to ſhift off by 
a on,the Benefit we may recetve l 
it. We know jt is the L 5 Will 
6. ſhould ; do ſo, Matth. 16. 3. Accord. 
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To the Reader. v 
not ro be gazed upon as a Piece of 
News, fit to gratife the M. antonneſs of 
our mareral Wi it; or as a pretty Sto» 
ry, to ticklethe F. cy ; much 05 eug hit 
they to be ridiculed and ſcoffed ar as 
childiſh and irifling Contrivances. I be 
Work of God begins generally in a 
low Ebb, but at it's Spring-Tide it 
puts the very Scoffers to Amazemert 
ard Anguiſh of Spirit, Sap. 5. 3. If 
criticalCenſurers ſhould in any Reſpect 
find Fault with the Devotion of i be 
Children ; they muſt know, that it is 
no difficult Matter, to diſcover Faults 
tn other peoples Religion; - but far 
more difficult, to mend thoſe of his 
own. Who would wot find ſome lit- 
tle Fancies in Childrens Religion, 
when the Religion of old Perſons hath 
fo little TRI Hat the bottom? Fiow- 
ever let every one examine himſelf, 
whether he hath done ſo much to the 
Glory of God in his while Life, as 
ſome of theſe Children in that ſmall 
Compaſs of time they have been 
. upn > Whether be hath ſhewn 


ſuch an unſhaken St eadine[r of Mat __ 
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vi To the Reader. 
in the Service of God, ſuch an Fager- 
neſs and Fervency of Spirit, as theſe 
Children? Humane Reaſon, fired by 
outward Judgments, tateth now and 
then a wonderful Start of Devotion, 
ard com paſſeth it ſelf with Sparks 
of its own kindling : ( Iſa. 50. 11.) but 
uo ſooner is the danger palt , than the 
devotion is paſt too, theSparks mount- 
ing up tothe very Skies, fall nowall on a 
ſudden down to the Ground. Such a de- 
vot ion is off and on, aud only moveth 
with the Scene of outward Affairs that 
excite it. The Reaſon is : becauſe it 
hath no inward Spring. in ih Soul. 
T hat Spirit is there wanting, which 
is Nell of Water ſpringing up into 
Life everlaſting. Then would to 
God that all the LORD's People 
were Prophets, and that the LORD 
wou'd' put his Spirit upon them 
775 1 4 
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An Account of ſome 
extraordinary pious: 
Motions among the 
Children in Sileſia. 


HERE comes out 1n 
Print in Germany by one 
Schutz, Councellour to 


| the Count of Kewſs, from 
time to time, an Account of the 
moſt Remarkable Things and Occur- 
rences, under the Title of Fame: of 
Europe: In the 74th Part thereof 
there is containcd the following Ac- 
count of the Children in Seta. 
As to Matters of Religion, there 
hath happened in Sleſia, ſuch an ex- 
traordinary ſtrange thing that I may 
make bold to ſay, the like was ne- 
ver heard of, not only ſince the be- 


11 
ww, 


the World ſtood. 


w__ or ro  nbaRE 2g. — — x — of 
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'C2) 
ginning of the Chriſtian Church, 
but even fince the Foundation of 
In the Begin- 
ning of this Year 1708, or a little 
before, rhe Children of both Sexes, 
the Eldeſt whereof were not paſt 
14 Years, took a Reſolution, with 
a Devotion uncommon to ſuch an 
Age, to meet every Day Tuo or 
Three times, to pray together. 
Theſe religious Exerciſes, fo far 
as I have been able to learn, began 


at Sprottau, a Town of the Princi- 


pality of Glegan, and ſpread in a 
very ſhort time through all the 
Principalities of S:/efra ; where they 


are ſtill continued to this Time. It 


may be, that the Riſe thereof was 
taken from the Hours of Prayer, 
obſerved by the Swediſh Soldiers 

rtered there [aft Autumn. In 
the Main the Children hold the 
following Method, though in all 
Places the particular Circumſtan- 


ces are not exactly the fame. 


in the Morning by break of Day, 


——— 
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(-3) 
open Fields from the Towns and 
Villages, and make either one Cir- 
cle, (where nevertheleſs all the Boys 
ſtand cloſe together, and likewiſe 
the Girls; or they make two Cir- 
cles, one of the Boys and the other 
of the Girls. Every Company 
harh choſen a Head, who general- 
ly is the Eldeſt and the moſt ſenſi- 
ble among them. This Command- 
er, after he hath formed the Circle, 
and orderly placed his young Con- 
gregation, ſtands in the midſt of 
them, and falls with the R. ſt to 
the Ground on his Face, ſaying 
the Lord's Prayer with a {oft Voice. 
Afterwards they riſe and ſing ſome 
Spiritual Hymns, whereot theſe are 
moſt commonly uled : Leareſt Je- 
ſas we are here: The coming of the 
Son of God is certainly nigh : Thou 
Prince nf Peace, Lord Jſas Che iſt. 
Alter the Singing ot a Hymn, 
they kneel .down, and their Head 
or chiei, Singer leads a Fſaim, Fray- 
„or loom Spiritual Verſes fit- 


rg thele AIMS, and | concludes, =_& 


(42 
with theſe Words: The Lord Bleſs 
| us and Feep us: the Lord make his 
Face ſhine upon 228 and this 
. whole Devotion is ended with the 
Song: Now God: Be thanked all is 
6 We! FP and then he diſerifſerh 
them after having Wogen Orders, to 
1 return With due and 80 
riouſneſs at the uſual lace and 
Hour. Their Hour! is commonly in 
the Fore noon at Eleven a Clock, 
and at Three in the Afternoon, 
This he doth generally with a lov- 
ing Gravity, which ſeems to be a- 
bove the Capacity of ſuch an Age, 
And ſince no Government can ſub- 
fiſt long without puniſhing of delin- 
quents, he uſes a Strict or a Rod, 
wherewith he ſeverely Chaſtites 
"thoſe that behave themſelves un- 
becomingly; which they endure 
with'the greateſt Patience, juſt as 
ik they were {worn to the Colours 
T wonderful to ſee, what a deal 
of Modelty theſe Children cxprels 
every where during the time of 
. Weir Devotion: they _ move 
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an Eye whilſt they Sing and pray; ; 
nor are they diſtyrb'd at any thing, 
though they have never ſo many 
People of high and low Rank, 
 crouding in upon 'em, to behold 0 


uncommon a Devotion. ' 
Their Zeal. is ſo great, that they 
often ſcarce ſleep all Night, but im- 
patiently long for break of day. 
Neither doth the prohibition of the 
Magiſtrate or of their Parents, at all 
derer them from it, unleſs: they-are 
kept back by Force. In ſome Pla- 
ces they went themſelves to the 
Magiſtrates, with great aſſurance 
an. preſence of Mind, earneſtly 
begging, that they might not be 
hindred in thoſe their rel gious Ex- 
erciles. It happened once in the 
Mountains, that a Country- Fellow 
locked up his B. oy and Girl an the 
Chamber, to hinder their running 
into the Fields and joimmꝑg in Pray- 
ers with the reſt ot their Company. 
Under this Confinemenr, the Boy 
tung. to his pH 3 4. 2 dee 


eee / & WIE 


re bat there and at 


060 


Leap out of the Window : But replied 


185 Girl, m, ight not we chance to 
Break our Necks > No faith he, God 
will prevent that, and take care "of Us, 
The Father likning all this while at 
the Door overheard: them, and 
eng: an unhappyi ſtep out of the 
indow, might make away with 
= Ch laren, reſolved at laſt to let 
come out into the Fields to 
— Praying Companions: In ſome 
Places it has been oblerv'd, that 
Children kept in by force, fell ill 


by overmuch deſire, and even ſome 


{wounded away. Thus far the Ac- 
count of the Faw of Europe. 


? 


il. An Abftraft of ſome — 
giving a further Account of 


the Motions, ſtirring among 
"the. Children in Sileſia. 


T is related from Firſchberg, by 
a Letter dated the'167h of Ja- 


WOoU 


el 


their CH Hei tothe end that even 


(70) 
Kummerſdorff, Grunau, and Friede. 
berg, the Children keep their Hours 
of Praying and Singing three times 
a Day, to the Number of about 


300. And altho' Orders were if- 


ſued from the Magiſtrates, to con- 
fine the Children at home, yet the 
Parents either would not, or could 
not hinder them, but the Devotion 
continued conſtantly with ſtrange 


concourſe of People and a general 


aſton ſhnent of the Spectators. 
Hereupon a prohibition was ſent to 
the Children by three Officers of 
the Town, wherein they were com- 
manded, to go home upon Pain of 
Puniſhment. But they replied: 
They did do nothing but Pray and 
Sing, and for ſuch a Cauſe ought not 
to be pun.ſhed, nor fo: bidden to do ſo. 
There are, ſaid they, ſo many difor- 
d-rly doings in Ale- Houſes and 
Brand v-Sh-ps which 29 anpunithed, 
and why ſhall we be puniſhed on ace 
count of / raying to G. d, that he would 
move the Emperors Heart, to reſtore 


with tie Mater. 


— — 


\ (8) 


there they might have Liberty 1 


erde and Worſhip God? : 
There is alſo an Account of x 
like Devotion from the Diſtrict of 
Sagan, to this effect: that ſome 
Roman Catholicks, out of a Scoff 
or Contempt, had called the Chile- 


ren to their Meeting by tolling 


little Cow-Bells ; but the Children 


_ anſwered : Toll as long as you will, 


in time we ſhall get better Churches 

and Bells. 
Another Letter from Hirſchberg, 

dated the 2.4th of Jamary, mentions 


this circumſtance : that the Num- 


ber of the Children there, was 
already encreaſed to One 7 hin ond, 

At Land/hut, the che Prieſt 
went to the 
Chbidren then rec in the open 
Fi: Ido, and ask rg the Reaſon, u hy 
they fo req ent'iy raved he 
anſu ct Mas: I they pray cd ior 
the Ener, . g them their 
'Churche. a.am. An, when the 
Prei ent eden fört © debate 
With chem, upuarts à t Boy a 
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lage, and Nen a Church ol the 4 


G9) 
Shocrmakers Son, of Five Years 
of Age, and lays ſo many Scripture- 
Places before the, Prieſt, to make 
good his Cauſe, that the latter went 
home, not a little confounded, and 
puzled at the extraordinary bold- 
neſs of theſe W e Diſputers. 
At Smiede the Captain cau- 
ſed Three. Children to be impri- 
ſoned, and order'd his Men to fire 
upon them without Ball, but did 
not terrific em in the leaſt. a 
From Kauffungen, a Village in 
the Diſtrict of Zwey, it is written 
by a credible Hind, that a great 
Number ot Children in the = 
Place and from the Neighbour- 
hood, were met together in a Com- 
mons or Meadow, u ho at every 
time of their convening, ung the 
abovementioned Hymns, and alter 
Prayer fell flat upon their Faces, and 
cried; O Hear God, we bejeerh thee, 
give us Peace and Churches! Beg 
once thruſt out ot chat Vlecs, 
they made ſtra;g):tway, into the Vi- 


. 


(1009 
Papiſts happened then juſt to be 
open, they went into the ſame, ſay- 
ing: Perhaps God will give us this 
Church too; whereupon they began to 
ng ant to pray. 
the 5 Perſon of Quality met 
the Children in an open Field in 
their Devotion in a Village near 
Liegniz, who were not at all 
thereat put into any diſorder. At- 
ter Prayer was done, one of the 
Boys ſtanding up. declared to the 


Reſt, that ſince they confeſſed their 


Sins, and were willing to depart 
from 'em, God would be gracious 
and merciful unto them; and thus 
pronounced the 4&/o/ution like a 
Miniſter in Orders. The Devo- 
tion being ended, the Perſon of 
Quality asked rhe Children, what 
fort of Prayer-Books they had ? 
They anſwered : they had none, but 
prayed what God did put into their 
Hearts, Houever, it hath” been 
obſerved in other Places, that they 
make ue allo of Pray er- Books. 

Ane r . 


ing al 


185 | 
be Another Account mentions, that 
the Children in almoſt all the Parts 
bis || of inferiour Silefa, were betaking | 
to |} themſelves to a more fervent De- [ | 

vorion, than what is uſual. Some 
ct ot the Miniſters were quiet as yet, | 
in but others bitterly exclaimed a- | 
ar gainſt ir. In like Manner, that at 
all Liegniz, above Three Hundred 
\i- of theſe Children met together in 1 
he | the Morning at Seven a Clock, at | 


he | Twelve at Noon, and in the Even 
if ing at Four. They ſing Three L. 
rt 


and read a Chapter out of the Br 
us ble. The Devotion they ſhow, is 

4 {If extraordinary, that hardly one 

„ Jof them moveth, whilſt they are 

of {thus taken up. _ 
ot There is likewiſe a Stirring at 
1? | Pockenbeim. The Place where they | 
4 I meet, is a Ditch without the City- 
a IGate. They meet at Six in the | 
NI Morning, and at Three a Clock in 
Y ſthe Afternoon. Aﬀter they have 
ſung their Hymns, they read ſome -. 
Prayers out of John Arndt his Car- 


theras Hymns, pray one Pſalm, | 
| 
| 


ren, and many melt into Tears at 


| ( 12 ) 
den of Paradiſe, a noted Book of 
Prayers among the Latherans. 'Tis 
wonderful to ſee, how forward the 
very little Children are, to get up 
betimes in the Morning, going with 
their Lanthorns to the Place ap- 
pointed for Devotion. And be. 
cauſe their Meeting-Place is made 
very dirty by Snow, Rain, and the {1 
Concourſe of People; they have 


made themſelves little Benches to 


kneel on. If one of rhe Children 
comes too late, finding others ſing- 
ing and pray ing already, tis ſtrange 
to ſee, with what haſte it makes up 
to the reſt, ſtriving and ſtruggling 
to get in. A Miller, out of Com- 
paſſion, has made em a Desk to lay 
their Books upon. A great Num. 
ber of People flock together every 
Day to hear em, eſpecially on Sun- 
days and Holy Days. They have 
obſerv'd above a Thouſand Perſons 
upon the Wall and about the Child: 


ſo aſſecting a Sight. Tis likewiſe 


remarkable, that Old and MNoung, 
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whilſt-- theſe Devotions have been 
ſt up in thoſe Parts, have viſibly 
changed their Lives and Conver- 
ation; ſo that Ale-Houſes and 
other ſinful Diverſions are but hit- 
tle frequented, ſince People have 
begun to attend theſe extraordina» 
ry Exerciſes, and to ſpend that time 
in the great Concern of their Soul, 
which they uſed to trifle away 
over a Pot of Ale. 

There is alſo an Account from 
Breſlaw, Feb. the 4th, that in ſeve- 
ral Places thereabouts, Children of 
Six till Ten Years of Age, bad 
agreed, inceſſantly to cry to God, 
that he would be pleaſed to put a 
Stop to- the overflowing Wicked- 
nels of this Age. The Magiſtrates 
ordered to beat them away, but 
they choſe another Place, and ſur- 
rounded it with Rails, to perform 
their Prayers without Diſturbance. 
About Three Hundred Children 
have already kept their Meeting 
every Day, and ſometimes in the 


Afternoon ſtayed i ve Hours to- 
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Other Letters from Hirſel berg 


ſay, that in Frideberg, above Three 


Hundred Children have had their 
Meetings Three Times à Day in 
the Market - Place. The Clergy- 
man of that Town, who is a Fa- 
piſt, ſent the Hangman to diſperſe 
em and whip them away. The 
Man coming, near the Place of De- 
votion, and ſeeing the Children in 
ſo ſerious and kneeling a Poſture; 
he felt this Thought ariſing within 
him: Thy Bufrneſs is, to puniſh and 
to reftrain the Wicked ; and why then 


ſhouldft thou lay hand on theſe harm- 


leſs Creatures, that do nothing but 
and pray > So he came back 
into the City, highly moved at fo 
wonderful a Sight, and without 
effecting what he was ſent for. 
In a Letter without Date we 
had, that Two Days' before this 
Letter came away, the Children 
at Prauſnitæ, little Peterwitz, Elgud, 
little Krotſh, Hirckwitz, had begun 
the like Devotion, © | 
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In another incloſed Letter we 
had the following Obſervations: 


We ſee here with Wonder and A- 


' ſtoniſhment how many looſe, idle 
and wicked Children - ſhake off 
their wonted Corruptions, being 
dall at once wrought1nto an obedi- 
' ent, quiet and ſober Temper. And 
i whereas Young and Old are apt 
to find out all Manner of Shifts. 
and Evaſions, to colour over their 
beloved Sins, or to exenſe em; 
theſe on the contrary accuſe them- 
ſelves, and deplore with Tears in 
their Eyes the Wickedneſs of their 
former Life. Nay, it has been ob- 
'{erv'd, that ſome of the worſt; be- 
come now the moſt promiſing, 
and even the Heads of the reforms» 
ing Company of Children. 
They write from Breſlaw, Feb. 
24. that there the Children did 
meet in numerous Compo nies with- 
out the Town, w:th Ti uſeads of 
people to behoid em. Once 
there were go leſs wan Forty 
Coaches with Gentry attending the 


—— 
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Children. The Boys ſtand in one] ret ire 
Circle, and the Girls behind thenifiPlace 
making another. They were here. ſrom 
upon ordered to repair to theſin: E 
Churches, and ſome of the Clergy f{clear 
appointed to pray with em. One lllittle 
Day they came before a Churchſ went 
Door defiring to be let in. Theſ the C 
Rector bid em to go to St. Cbriſto- their 
phers Church, where others were al- The 
ready. But they told him: Theyſſent 
belong d to this Church ; for being Cloth 
chriſtened in it, and once to be Cloth 
buried here; (which the Miniſterſ to let 
wou'd hardly ſuffer to be done at at the 
St. Chriſtophers) thereſore they ſhouꝰ 
wou'd go to Prayers in their on where 
Church, But he did not only alway 

forbid em the Church, but causꝰ'di they 
em alſo to be turn'd out of the Quiri 
Church- yard, where they had be-|| votio 
gun to pray. Hereupon the Child- comp 
ren asked, Why he would not ſaffen the N 
em to pray in the Charch-yard, andy preſer 
yet ſuffered em formerly to play with like, | 
Marbles and Balls: in the very ſameſ ihort 
Place? However, they were forced t 
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one tet ire. From thence they went into a 
nem place, which the Ciothiers had hired 
ere ·ſrom the Hoſpital to dry their Cloth 
the in: Bur Mr. Rector ſent thither to 
rgy clear that Place likewiſe from this 
Oaelllittle Congregation. At laſt they 
arch went into a Place not belonging to 
Theſ the Clergy, where they perform d 
iſto- their Prayers till the 626 of March. 
e al- The Magiſtrate hearing of all this, 
'heyſſent for the chiefeſt amongſt the 
eing{ Clothiers, (ſince it were generally 
» bell Clothiers Children, & ordered them 
iſter to let the Children meet once more 
e at at their uſual Place, & tell em, they 
they ſhouꝰd go to Church for the future, 
own where one of the Quirifters fhow'd 
only always pray with them; which 
wg di they did accordingly. But the 
the Quiriſter ſhewing but little De- 
be- votion in his Prayer, the Children | 
hild-1 complained of it; therefore one of | 
affer] the Miniſters was appointed to be | 
and preſent, But the Children did not 

with like him neither, he being too 

yon mort in his Prayers. 
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III. PR Arat of a or int ed For t 


Place 

Account, concerning theſe Mo- ae 
tions. Nw || giſtr; 
e Chur 


"HE Magiſtrates of Breſlau | Mini 
| and the Prelate of the Sand. Deve 
Church without the Gates of the || print 
City , ſummoned a great many 
Children together with their Pa- 
rents to appear before them. Ha- IV. 
ving examined both Parties, they | - fr 
received ſo ſolid and ſenſible 
an Anſwer, that they were ſurpriſed 
at it. The praying Children have | + th 
choſen themſelves'a Head, whom | „/r 
they call Primas. Tis he, that | 74 
reads to them the Chapter and the F. 
Prayers ſtanding.) They pay ſuch ! 
a Reverence to him, as if be was [ 
a Miniſter; and: now the "Popiſh WW 
as well as Lurheras Children come 
to join in thele Pravers, - They 
were forbidden to appear withour 

the Gates, and the Parents ordered 
upon great Penaites, to keep em 
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at home; but all to no Purpoſe. 
170 For they preſently met at another 
i Place, where Thouſands of People 
* went to ſee em. Ar laſt the Ma- 


giſtrate 2 Orders, that the 
Church ould be opened and a 


/iau | Miniſter appointed to aſſiſt at their 


nd. | Devotion. Thus much out of the 
printed Account, to which we add, 


and evidently proving, that 


Fame of Europe. 


W 


Author, an Apologetick Diſcourſe is 
{ſent me t one who writes in Fa- 
vour of the Children and their 


IV. Certain Characters, drawn 
from the foregoing Account 


this Work in the main is 
From a good Spirit. This is 
talen out of the aforeſaid 


Vilſt 1 am writing this, | 
continues the aforeſaid 


Way of Workin, The chan. 
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hb a' aid, down therein are I there 
(1) That in a Weeks time this 75 
Motion ſpread over all the Fixe geht 
Principalities of S/e/za ; ſo that in a "A 
humane Way, it was impoſſible, ||? 
that the Children ſhould move one ¶ be d 
e di 

another thereunto. dy tt 
(2) That ſo little Children of N ( 

5 or 6 Years, or at leaſt of an Age / 
full of inconſtancy and ficklenels, 


were moved in a manner as is hard- 4 
ly to be found in any one Child, my 4 
much leſs in fo vaſt a Number. 0 
(3) That there is ſuch a Har- pee 
mony amongſt thoſe Children, as 5 


is hardly to be met with in any Þ gin 
Town or Village, much lels in fe- 


veral Principalities. +, 

(4) That in the Main they ob- wh 
ſerve the ſame Method, though ( 
(vey! mg not agree upon it before Wy; 

(s) That, between the Hymns BL 
which they Sing, and Portions they in t 
Read, there is ſuch a Connexion ¶ her 


and Harmony, that the. Choice ¶ plac 
_ — — — Pre theregf 3 
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thereof is above the © Paciry of 
Children. | = 

(6) That contrary to the uſual 
ſickleneſs of Children, they expreſs 
a ſteady qdevotion and compoſed- 
neſs of M nd, though they might 
be diſturbed feveral Ways,efpecially 
by the great concourſe of People. 

(7) That very Raw People, as 
Country-Fellows and Soldiers, look- 
ing on their Devotion, were pow- 
erfully affected and moved, even to 
ned Tears. | | 

(8) That many aged and grown 
People have been reclaimed; fo 
that they reſort no more to Flaces of 
drinking & of vain diverſion ; ſnew- 
ing ſince that time ſeveral ſigns 
ot a ſincere Reſormation, attended 
with other good Motions. 

(9) That their fervour is fo ex- 
traordinary great, that it viſibly 
appears not only in the whole per- 
formance of their Prayers, but allo 
in this, that they matter it not 
wherever they Keel, let the 
Place be never ſo toul and dirty. 
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(10) That no Oppoſition is able 
to divert the m from their Devotion. (« 
(11) That they mert, though 
the Weather be never fo foul. 
(12) Though ſome were lock- 
ed up. they nevertheleſs uſed their 

utmoſt Endeavours to meet the Reſt; 
and thercivre according to ſome (1 
Letters, they leap'd our of the Win- 
cows, or Crept through the holes of 
the Stoves. | 
(13) When at Ligaiez, they 
were not ſuftered to go out of the 
City, they met in the Market- 
place, and performed there their 
Prayers, with an aſſurance uncom- (1 
mon in Children. 
(14) They are not againſt the Ar- 
publick Worſhip, but rather pray for 14 
the Re ſtoration of Churches; and * 


in their Prayers, they demand no- ruth 
thing but what is agreeable to the ( 
Word of God. ſed 


(15) That they do not pray out 
of bare Formality, but for a real aſt 
Reformation of their Lives, and that 
thev encourage oti& another there- 
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(16) They meet twice or thrice 
every Day, and ſometimes very ear- 
ly before it is Light, and ſometimes 
they continued at their devotions 
three Hours, and according to ſome 
informations, five Hours. 

(17.) They keep very good 
Order at their Going home, taking 
one another by the Hand, and 
walking Two and Two in good 
Manners and Decency. 

(18.) Even at Home, and any 
where elle, they are very quiet, 
and modeſt. 


(19.) The Executioner being 


ſent to diſperſe em, finding them 
praying upon their Faces, went 
back with Tears in his Eyes, and 
told his Superiours, he could do 
them no harm, vecauſe they did 
do nothing but pray. 


he (20.) Fopiſh Prieſts, that oppo- 
1 fed the Cinldren in the Beginning, 
85 feeing their Behaviour, were at 


lalt convinced of the Soundneſs of 
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their Worſhip, and let them alone. 
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C21.) Other prudent and ex- 
perienced Perſons, which in the N Ma 
Beginning looked upon it as meer ons 
childiſh Paſtimes, have been con- Fau 
vinced, by the ſerious Conduct of uri 
the Children, that it muſt needs Chi 
proceed from an Impulſe of an } the 
higher Principle, mn 
The Conclufion is: That where - to 
ever theſe Characters, or at leaſt But 
the chief and ſtrongeſt of them | owr 
are found, the thing muſt be judg- || Fir, 
ed good and divine, at leaſt ſo Ene 
long as nothing appears to the ther 
contrary. Neither doth it follow, | Ma: 
that, if perhaps ſome Irregularities | Per, 
in Tract of Time ſhould mingle Uſe 
with theſe Spiritual Operations; wen 
therefore the firſt Motion was not |} pert 
of God neither: It happens too that 
often, and that even to aged People, || for 
that they begin in the Spirit and N 
end in the Fleſp. Nor would it be thin 
a I r£judice to theſe Characters, if Cle 
in ſome Places, Faults and Diſor- mul 
ders ſhould creep in. among em. 
r done think k Will hold, tofay:. 


” 
— — 

— — — — — — 
— U—j4ͤ — In” 


( 25) 
that there is nothing of God in 4 
Matter ſubject to ſome Imperfecti- 
ons. One thing to be found 
Fault with is indeed, that they 
write from one Place, that the 
Children had carried Stones toge- 
ther, with a Deſign to defend 
themſelves, if any one ſhould offer 
to diſturb 'em in their Prayers. 
Bur it is plain, that our Saviour's 
own Diſciples were for commanding 
Fire from Heaven to deſtroy their 
Enemies; ſo that the Lord rebuked 
them and put them in Mind, what 
Manner of Spirit they were of. St. 
Peter was forward enough, to make 
Uſe of the Sword when things 
went croſs, Thele therefore that 
perſwade Children to Exceſſes of 
that Nature, are more accountable 
tor ſuch diſorderly Doings. 

Nor doth it follow, that the 
thing muſt be bad, becauſe ſome 
Clergymen diſapprove of it: for it 
mult be enquired into, whether 
they have ſufficient Reaſon tor it 
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Temple, and ſaid  Foſama, the 
Pricſts and Scribes were fore dif- 


pleaſed, Matth. 21. 15. And ne- 
vertheleſs the Lord looked upon it, 
as the Fulfilling of the Scripture. 
Prudence muſt be uſed in this Af- 
fair, that on one Hand, by untime- 
ly Commendation, the Children 
might not be inſpired with a ſecret 
Pride on Account of their Devo- 
tion ; and on the other Hand, their 
Miſtakes be ſo mildly corrected, that 
the good Motions be not root- 
ed out, nor their Love to Prayers 
quenched. In ſhort : if the Chil- 
dren do not perform it well and 
godly enough, and if Faults are 
diſcovered in their Prayers, the 
old ones may look to themſelves, 
and ſee to do better; that ſo they 
may ſet a more compleat Pattern 
before their Eyes, and fo really 
teach 'em, that one ought not to 
trifle in the great Concern of Re- 
gion. | 

[t hath allo been-obferved, that 
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eſt 


getti 


be E klen are.now more Amal 


the: | ling than ever, to go to School. 
dif. | And it is as remarkable, that about 


ne- Shrove-tide, when aged People, by 
nit, | pampering, their Bellies, made a Sa- 
ure, | crifice of their Souls to the Devil, 


theſe Children redoubled their Vigor 
in praying & ſinging, to give Check, 
as it were, to the head-ſtrong Vices 
of that time. So that one might 


cret 

vo- | jaſtly ſay : that at that time old 
heir | People turned young wanton Child- 
that | ren, and Children became grave 


and pious old Men. Tis no leſs 
remarkable, that wherever the 


yers 

'hil- Children are asked, who put them 
and | upon this Devotion, or who ad- 
are | viſed them to it They anſu er: 


no Body put them upon it, but 
they did. it of their cun Accord, If 


ves 
hey | they be further asked : What they 
ern | thus did ſing and pray for? They 


anſwer : for Peace, and for the Re-. 


to covering of their Churches. They 
Re- alſo report, that in one of the chief 
| eſt Cities of Silefa, a Jew's Girl 
ge tting ng dem, | offer ed to 
make one. of cheir Company 3 butt. 
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the Chriſtian Children bid: Her be 


gone, as non e to. them. 
owever, the young Jeweſs un» 
willing to be put by, Chris, faith 
ſhe, died at well for me as for your 
and by 'theſe Words the other 
Party was induced to ſuffer her 
amongſt them; at which ſhe ſaid, 


fhe foun'l new that God would 


convert and ſave Fews and Hea- 
thens. So far the Words out of 
the Fame. | 


Dr. Newman, chief Minter at 


Br:/law, hath publiſhed his Opini- 


on of this extraordinary Buſineſs ; 
and though he paſſes no very fa- 
vourable Judgment upon it, never- 
theleſs his very Expre ſſſon is e- 
nough to raiſe any ones Admira- 
tion about it. His Words take as 
follows: © God is pleaſed to viſit 
* our Country in ſuch a Manner 


* as was never heard of. For. 
* what a ſtrange and unaccountable |< q 


* thing is it, that Children of a 


I 0 | , "> an 
KS whole gurery ſhould rife, 8d 
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* ſhew their Diſobedience therein, 


Hall Oppoſition; that they will 
* pray in the Eyes of all theWorld; 
* and that they will pray more 
* than can be deſired. or allowed 
* of: whereas commonly Child- 
* ren muſt be compelled to pray 
* with a great deal of. Labour, 
* The thing is fo hard, and con- 
*.trary to common Senſe, that 
* no Man with all his Power and 
*. Cunning could have: been able 
to produce ſuch a univerſal In- 
* ſurretion for Prayer, ſuch an 
to Pray, 
* that Children fcrget their very 
Eating and Sleeping, ſome wa- 
king almoſt all Night, out of 
* an eager In patience; and ſome 
* faſting till Night, that they 
may be the better able to pray. 
* So much Patience in Froſt and 


Cold, and in the moſt trouble- 


„ ſome Weather; ſuch an un- 
| haben Conſtancy, Modeſty and 
Orden oblery ede by. malt. of — 


a dt PIX” 


e 
” , . LG c 
” * of # : Fa 1 & | F4 


«4% 
WS * 
4 - 

. 


© that they will pray in ſpight of | 
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them at their Hours of Pray- 


ers; the ready Obedience they 
yield to their Companions, ru- 
* ling ſometimes over them, ſe- 
** verely enough; the earneſt De- 
* yotion of moſt of them, the like 

* wherereof is ſcarce met with a- 
* mongſt old People; the Anſwers 
** made by. ſome, when they were 
* called to an Account, ſo that 
* one had Cauſe enough to won- 


< der at their Senſe and Under- 


* ſtanding ;- their ſending Depu- 
* tations and Meſſages to the Ma- 
* giſtracy and to the Clergy, for 
* having Advice and Aſſiſtance; 
* and at laſt, the never heard of 
* Zeal and Anguiſh, even to the 
* {wounding away of ſome, when” 
* kept by Force from their Hours 
„of Prayer. All theſe things are 
„ ſo unuſual in Vouth, and ſo 
© ſtrange in my Eyes, that I mu/# 
4 leave it to God's Judgment and (uſ- 


